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This work, while purporting to be a history, is rather a discussion of 
the present and future in the light of the somewhat heterogeneously as- 
sembled facts of the past. The volume is packed with information, and 
the story is entertainingly told. 

Charles E. Chapman 

Rise of the Spanish empire in the old world and in the new. Volume I, 
The middle ages ; volume n, The Catholic kings. By Roger Bigslow 
Merriman, professor of history in Harvard university. (New York : 
Macmillan company, 1918. 529, 387 p. $7.50) 

In the preface to the first volume Mr. Merriman informs the reader 
that the original plan of his work was formed several years ago in ac- 
cordance with a scheme of lectures at Harvard university, a plan which, 
in its main features, has never been altered. Rightly does he declare 
that the history of Spain has not been considered "from the stand- 
point of the great Empire which sprang from her." His plan was 
evidently to compose a history of Spain to the death of Philip n, which 
would devote considerable attention to the establishment of its colonial 
empire in America. The volumes which are here reviewed constitute 
that part of the projected work describing the rise of the Spanish em- 
pire to the death of Philip i. 

After an introduction which sketches ancient and early medieval 
Spanish history, Mr. Merriman begins his detailed study of Spain with 
his story of the reconquest of that country from the Mohammedans 
which, according to tradition, began at the cave of Covadonga. He 
devotes considerable space to the customs and institutions of Castile and 
Aragon and to the extension of Spanish influence over regions outside 
the Iberian peninsula. With a different emphasis, this volume treats 
many complicated topics that are lucidly described in volumes two and 
three of Altamira's Historia de Espana y de la civilizacion Espanola. 

Merriman 's second volume is a well-considered presentation of the age 
of Ferdinand and Isabella. The characters of those two monarchs, 
their accession to power, and the significance of their marriage are in- 
terestingly discussed. The last crusade against the Moorish kingdom 
of Granada — an effort which ' ' evoked all that was best in the character 
of the Spaniard" — is described in some detail. The subjugation of the 
rebellious nobles, the rehabilitation of the royal finances, and the reor- 
ganization of the administrative system which followed the conquest of 
Granada are emphasized. But certain topics which have been exhaustive- 
ly treated by Henry C. Lea, such as the "expulsion" of the Jews and 
the Moors, are treated with comparative brevity, important though 
they may seem in their relation to Spanish colonization in America. The 
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role of the reorganized royal council, the activity of the cortes, the fi- 
nancial reorganization of Spain, the Castilian mesta, the remodeling of 
Castilian municipal government, the use of the corregidores as royal 
instruments, the dominance of the crown over the clergy — these and 
similar measures that promoted national unification are admirably han- 
dled. A section, or "book," in this volume deals with the expansion of 
Spain. But only one chapter of that section, containing less than fifty 
pages, is directly concerned with the Indies. Into that small compass 
there is compressed the story of the discovery and early colonization of 
America, as well as an account of the origins of the Spanish colonial 
system. 

These handsome volumes contain some useful maps, besides genea- 
logical tables. One of the maps represents the Iberian kingdoms from 
1250 to 1450, while another shows the Indies and the routes of the prin- 
cipal explorers to 1516. To the regret of the reviewer, the volumes do 
not contain a systematic bibliography. They are, however, equipped 
with footnotes throughout, and are interspersed with bibliographical 
notes, somewhat after the fashion of Channing's History of the United 
States. 

Although at some points this work is supported by secondary author- 
ities, yet it is the product of painstaking scholarship and is based mainly 
upon sources. The reviewer's chief criticism is that although Mr. Mer- 
riman has described in ample detail the rise of the Spanish empire in 
the old world, yet he has not presented in sufficient detail those condi- 
tions and institutions which were most intimately concerned with the 
fortunes of Spain's empire in the new world. Evidently this emphasis 
is in part due to the plan of these two volumes which describe the Span- 
ish empire before 1516. In the first half of a work to be devoted to the 
rise of the Spanish power the standpoint of the author has been rather 
that of the European empire that sprang from Spain than that of the 
American empire. 

Nevertheless, the volumes constitute the most important contribution 
which has been made in English to the literature of Spanish history 
since William Hickling Prescott depicted in inimitable phrases the ro- 
mantic careers of the conquistadores in Mexico and Peru. 

William Spence Robertson 

Self-government in the Philippines. By Maximo M. Kalaw, chief of the 
department of political science, University of the Philippines, sec- 
retary of the Philippine mission to the United States. (New York : 
Century company, 1919. 210 p. $1.50) 
In this volume Mr. Kalaw presents a record of the accomplishments 

of the Filipino people since the passage of the Philippine autonomy act 



